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AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION DATED APRIL 23, 2003 
AND PETITION FOR A THREE-MONTH EXTENSION OF TIME 


Commissioner for Patents 
P.O.Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action issued on April 23, 2003 with respect to the above- 
identified pending patent application, please enter the following amendment and response. 
Amendments to the Claims begin on page 2. The Remarks begin on page 6. The Petition for 
Three Month Extension of Time is found on page 10. 
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release and give up the metal ions for recovery, In the latter respect, as noted by the Patent 
Office, nitric acid is added to the solution to drive the release of the silver ions. However, 
nothing in Wada et al. suggest that various dopants, as taught by the present invention, could be 
added to a polymer encapsulant which is then used to coat or form clusters of zeolite or other 
ion-exchange material for the purpose of aiding or accelerating the release of the antimicrobial 
metal ions from the zeolite or other carrier upon the exposure of a polymer article in which the 
encapsulated antimicrobial agent is entrained to water or water vapor. Certainly, one would not 
envision attempting to incorporate nitric acid or other caustic materials into a polymer. Thus, is 
not believed that Wada et. al. provide any guidance or suggestion to the use of dopants in and in 
conjunction with the encapsulated antimicrobial agents of the present invention. 

Contrary to the assertions of the Patent Office, none of the cited art, alone or in 
combination, speak of, suggest, infer or motivate one to produce the particulate, encapsulated 
antimicrobial agents of the prcsnt invention and employ them in polymer compositions for 
enhance antimicrobial efficacy and control Consequently, applicants respectfully request that 
the rejections be withdrawn and the application, as amended above, be passed on to allowance. 

fttfflw For Exffflrtpn et Ti«n» 

By this response, Applicants hereby petition for a three*mcnth extension of time; thereby 
extending the response period from July 23, 2003 to and including October 23, 2003. Enclosed 
is payment of the Petition Fee in the amount of $475.00. 

Fees 

Enclosed is Credit Card Authorization in the amount of $475.00 as payment of the Petition Fee 
for the Petition for Three Month Extension of Time. No addition fees are necessary as no new 
claims have been added. 
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Applicants believe all matters raised in the Office Action have been fully addressed Should 
there be any questions, please contact the undersigned, Applicant's attorney. 

Respectftilly submitted, 



->3dwardK, Welch II 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 30,899 
AglON Technologies Inc. 
60 Audubon Road 
Wakefield, MA 01880 
Tel.: 781-224-7165 
Fax: 781-246-3314 
e-mail; ewelch@agion-tech,com 
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